This is a critical abstract of an economic evaluation that meets the criteria for inclusion on NHS EED. Each abstract contains a brief summary of the methods, the results and conclusions followed by a detailed critical assessment on the reliability of the study and the conclusions drawn.
Source of effectiveness data
Most data were derived from the study conducted by the authors, but some probabilities of moving between health states used in the model come from published clinical trials, expert consensus, clinical judgement and actuarial tables (such as death as a surgical outcome, and quality of life values as reported by Vickrey et al).
Link between effectiveness and cost data
Costing was only partially undertaken on the same patient sample as that used in the effectiveness analysis.
Study sample
During 1993, 51 patients with suspected temporal lobe epilepsy were eligible for evaluation and received an outpatient assessment followed by an admission to the Graduate Hospital for surface video-EEG monitoring. Fifteen patients (29%) required depth electrode video-EEG monitoring, and 34 (67%) ultimately underwent ATL. The post-surgery follow-up was for a minimum of 1 year. To obtain more accurate data on outcomes following ATL for temporal lobe
